
Idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) 
 

Is a devastating condition  

•  barely 1/2 of patients surviving the 3 years  

 

Carries a prognosis  

• worse than that of many cancers. 
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Suspicion of IPF  
often months/years  after the initial manifestations 

The most common presenting symptoms 

  

• dry cough  

• exertional dyspnea  
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wrongly attributed  to  
smoking habits  

or aging. 



IPF -Diagnostic challenges 

Delay in diagnosis 

        

Alternative diagnosis 

IPF and other forms of ILD ? 

        

Special conditions 

Acute exacerbation of IPF 

Unclassifiable ILD 

 

Obtaining a surgical lung biopsy 
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 RARE  DISEASES  

a challenging  activity  for  physicians 
 


